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Shake it

Women of all ages
| enjoy belly dancing

MATURE LIFE = INSIDE

After the storm

Tornadoes leave haunting
memories for Clovis area
athletes
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Domenici Sought

FIRING OF THE U.S. ATTORNEY FOR NEW MEXICO

Iglesias Ouster

Senator Appealed
To White House
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BY MIKE GALLAGIER
v Repouter

Former U.S. Attorney David
Iglesias was fired after Sen.
Pete Domenici, who had been
unhappy with Iglesias for some

time, made a personal appeal o
the White House, the Journal
b learned,

Domensci had  complained
about Iglesias belore, at oae
:mm ;nwg e Amtorney Gener-

mg,hm n:qmsl lu the president
as a lasl resort,

The semior senatar fram New
Mexico had listened (o criti
cism of Iglesiss going back w

Sor DOMENICH .« PAGE AR

His name was
on resigna
tion list

Iglesias Had Varied

Critics During Career

= Sheriff, DA, banker and

parfy aclive,
to Domenici

s all complained
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In 2005, Dofa Ana County [District Attormey
Susann Martinez had a nurh beheaded

reenage corpse on a ditch han’

In 2006, Bernalille County “IEH“ Darren
White had 4 deputy dead in the East Mountains.

‘POWERBALL’
PRIMARY

With states moving up their contests,

will second-tier candidates like Bill Richardson lose out?

Primaries/Cauzuses
un Fub. 5

| statos considering
FoD. 5

Federal law enforcement agencies led by the
PRI were there to help.

Bt Martine: and White said they had t kick
and scream to get the attemtion of the T
Attomey’s Office, run by fellow Republican
David Iglesias,

Martinez threatened tn gn to the presicent of
the United States to get help in her case. [t
worked, and federal prosecutors took over the
drug-related kidnapping and homi

White's investigators wanted help from fed-
eral prosecutors in getting wiretaps in their
ipvestigation into the slaying of Depuly James

fer EX-U.8. v PAGE AB

Top PNM Execs

Seeing Big Raises

Improved Company
Performance Cited
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By Jack

ol Steyll Wi

PNM

5 cOSts are
wn the way,
Their salacy
angd incen
sackages are
already on the
nse,

The top
sxecutives a1
New Mexico's
argest utilicy
e SECDE
aefty compen-
wtion increas
5 this year
Because the
compary has

exacutives
sarned that higher eleciric and

tian rose 37 percent, to & meal
of §1,555,160, according to par-
ent company PNM Resources
proxy statement forr 2007,

His base salary rose

§742,308 from S724.173, while
incentive plon cash totaled
$812,852, compared to $410,49
in 2005,
er Last year was a successful
have one for PNM, which saw its
stock rise and made major
acquisitions.

Christensen  sald  PNM's
stock closed at 831.10at the end
of 2006, up from $24.49 at the
end of the previous year. The
purchases of Texas-New Mexi-
o Power and ‘Twin! s Power
station, plus improved efficien-
cies company: w\c'.e helped dri

senior  vice
president and chiel sdministra-
tve officer, received a 49

51.555,160 woa ol of

sgnificantly improved its per-
‘ormance, company
Mare Cl

76,231 from §236,577 the
provious year, while her incen-
tive plar cash totaled $181.214,

RUSSHALL / IOUHNE

contests on Feb,
At last coun

get out (a candidate’s) message and
e a viable competitor,” said Kay

Stimaon, o spokeswoman fi
noopartisan National of

Capyvight © 2007
Allwgoergaw Joamal

1y two doeen
biggics such as
California, New York and Texas —

wid.

Chairman,  prosident
Sterha’s compensa-

CED Jef
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Dancing Up
A Storm

ans have & chanos

at a hip-hop world title BL

s American
« Home Week

BY JEFF JONES

Jeucrnal Polisics Weiter Secretnries of State, which is irying

to reverse the trend of the so-called
“front-Inaded” primary schedule. *
1t's going L0 requine an eoormous
sum of meney — an unprecedented
level — in order (o compete.”
The Richardson campaign,

. said it doesn’ see the
Powerball Primary — a nickname

had either scheduled their contests
at the top of the calendar or were
considering it

And some ahservers balieve thar
CPAmMMInG S0 MAny nonsnating
contests into g =i historic Super
\\ nm; m Iﬁ Iewelexssr lsnuwrl

ne palitical pro is calling it
the “Powerball Primary.”
n n whet

ke Gov. Bill R1c-|ardm||
weill wind up holding the winning —
or losing — tickets.
An enprecedented number of
states are clamoring to schedule
Their 2008 presidential nominating

RI:IIM’d&m’ in & poliical emn:h
“The more states that pile on o
certain dates — particularly with the
Fub. § date — the more it will take 1o

s EARLY oo PAGE A2
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Domenici Sought Iglesias Ouster

frurs PAGE A1

2003 from sources ranging
from law enforcement officials
to Republican Party activists,
Domenici, who suhmitted
Tglesias’ neme for the jub and

ome point, the six-term
Rem.trhcan senator tried to get
Iglesias moved to a Justice

tice officials he wasn't interest-
ed

In the spring of
Domenici  told (-um.ales hB
wanled [glesias oul,

Gonzales refused. He told
Domenici he would fire Igle
sias only o orders from the
president.

t some point after the elec-
tion last Nov. 6, Domenici
called Bu.sh.s senior polidcal

» Karl Rove, and told

Domenici and Bush subse-
quently had a telephone con-
versation about the issue.

The cmWErsE[mn bElweEr_

and six other atto
\\\.J\.unununwdun])\:u

Tglesias’ name first showed

15 list of Federal

who would be

The Journal confirmed the
sequence of events through a
variety of sources familiar
with the firing of Iglesias,
including  sources close to
Domenici. The senator's office
declined comment.

The House and Senate Judi-
clary commilless are mvest-

2 Iclmae\ firing as well as
of six other U8,

the embattled

nce,
uled w restify Tuesday hcfll'u
me Senate Judiciary Comemt-

Vmateand House Demacrats

JDURMAL FILE

Presidont Bush gives Sen. Pote Domenici a hug at Sandia
National Laharatorles In 2005 before Bush signed a major ener-
£y bill Domenici pushed through the Senate.

have focused on a tekephe
call Domenici made to Iglesias
in October.

Iglesias testified before the
congressional committees that
Domenici called him at home
and asked if indictments were
imminent in a public corrup-
ton investigation of Albu-
querque’s Metropolitan Court-
house construction. Iglesias
told him indictments were not
expected anytime soon.

it
'm very
to hear that.” And then hung up.
Iglesias said he felt “pres-
Fun:ll" and “wvislated” by the
telephone call bot did not
report it to Justice Department
headq; s s required.
Damenici has admitred and
apologiced for making the call,
but be denied pressuring Igle-
He has also said he didn
mention the vlection.
Democrats  have  aecused
Domenici of atlempting o
influence the outcome of  tight

comeressional hetween
incumhert Republican Heather
‘Wilson and former state Attor-
ney General Patricia Madrid
Wilson won the election by few-
er than 900 vares.

Iglesias could not be reached
for commer.t. He was reported-
Iy out of the country on Navy
duty.

A spokesman for Domenici's
office said they were not pre-
pared to comment at this time.

Looking for
a paper trail

Exactly how Iglesias’ name
came 1o be included on a Nov.
15 list of 1.5, anormeys o he
fired has been o mystery House
ard Senate Democrats have
‘heen trying 10 unravel

There are gaps in documents
provided to Congress by the
Justice Depariment aboul the
firings and other records are
severely redacted.

Gonzales' [ormer chief of
staff, Kyle Sampson, said he

THE ASSCCIATED FRESS

Four former LS. attormeys are sworn in to testify before the
Senate Judiciary Committee last month. From left, Carol Lam,
David Iglesias, John McKay and H.E. “Bud” Cummins.

couldn't give a reason for 1gle-
sias’ firing during his testimo-
ny before Congress last month.
He did say that if a U5, ator-
ney wasn'l suc g politi-
cally, he wasn't suceeeding,
Documentation thst has been
twned over to Congress does-
n'tindicate problems with Igle-
slas” performarce (rom
Department Justice point of

b documents  reveal
Domenici called Gonzales a
his deputies on several occa-
sions in 2005 and 2005

In one undated memo, a Gon-
zales aide wrore, “Domenici
says he doesn't move cases,” in
reference to Iglesias.

New Mexicans who com-
plained directly to the Justice
Department about Iglesias said
they learned he was held in
high regard by Gonzales and
his staff.

At least one memo shows
Iglesias was offered a joh head-
ing the Executive (fice of 1.5
Attorneys in Washington, D.C.

Iglesias turned the job down,

That job offer, according to
several sources, was made at
the prodding of Domsuiet.

According to sources, Igle-
sias was also considered for
U.S. attersey for Washington,
D.C, and other

‘White-collar crime

In September 2005, [glesias
announced the arrests of state
“Treasurer Robert Vigil and his
predecessor, Michael Montoya,
on extortion charges, Both are
Democrats in a state where
Democrats control the Legisla-
e and  most  statewide
offices.

Republicans who had com-
plained about political cormep-
tion in the state for

complain, And this was an issue
with political traction

The point man would be Tgle-
slas,

During one of his few news
conferences while U5,
ney, Iglesias called politica
corruption “endemic” in New
Mexicn,

‘The FBI also put a high prior-
ity on public corruption, nam-
ing it its top priority behind ter-
rorism.

According to Justice Depart-
ment memos turned over w
congressional  investigators,
Demenici approached Iglesias
in late 2005 and asked if he
needed additional prosecuirs
for corruption cases.

Tglesias, according o the
memo, told Domenict he didn’t
aeed white-collar crime prose-
cutors, He needed prosecutors

zales if he could find additional
experienced white-collar crime
prosecutors to send to New
Mexico. Gonzales had a num-
ber of prosecutars who were
finishing the ENRON prosecu-
tinas and were quile experi
enced at complex white-collar
crime cases,

None was sent here.

Within Iglesias’ own office,
prosecutors suggested moving
more attorneys into the White
Collar Crime-Public Corrup-
tion section in 2005 because the
FBI was developing more cases
and leads than the section could
handle in a timely fashion.

Iglesias was imitially enthu:
astic ahout the idea but didn't
follow through after consulting
senior staff.

Treasurer's Office
scandal

Montoya and others pleaded
guilty in the Treasurer's Office
scandal. Vigil went to trial in
April 2006. After more than
five weeks, a mistrial was
declared. Several jurors said
one holdout prevented convic-
tion on at least some charges.

The second trial in Septem-
her ended in one conviction on
attempted extortion and acquit-
tal on 23 counts. Vigil has heen
sentenced to 37 months in
prison.

After the first trial, then
Artorney  Generd drid
indicted key prosecution wit
nesses in the federal
hased on their testimony, S
said Iglesias hadn't been tough
enough in cutting plea deals
and hadnt worked out an
agreement with her office.

As a result, one key witness
refused to testify in the second
trial,

During this time, the much-
publicized courthouse inves
gation was essentially put on
the shelf. The lead prosecutor
in the U.S. Attorneys Office
was handling both the Vigil tri-
als and the courthouse lavesii
gation.

Delays in the courthouse case
led to0 frustration among

posts at department headquar-
lers.

Iglesias  was  apparently
uoaware that Domenici was
unhappy with his job perfor.
mance when he tumed those
Jobs dowa.

far i .

Domenici was disappointed
n the response. Afver that con-
versation, Domenici decided he
would try 10 get lglesins help.
whether Iglesias wanted it or

aot.
In 2006, Domenici asked Gor-

vho had tried 1o
make Madrid's track record un
ethics and corruption cases an
issue in the Madrid-Wilson
race.

Indictments in
house cose were
last month.

the ecourt
announced

Ex-U.S. Attomey Had Varied Critics During Tenure

(e PAGE AT

MeGrane. White said they
threw up their hands nnd fol-
loweed an - assistant 1
County prumuw back to his
office and spent the night typ-
ing wiretap idavits for a
state judge's signature.
Martincz ok a laundry list
of complaints ahous :Iglm.“ o

it over to Iglesias’
hosses at the U.S. Department

prosecuior's  frequent
absences,

John Asheroft was 1.8 attor-

New Mexico Republicans
were angry at what they

ferences and a few referrals to
Site Prosecutirs.

But state Republican leaders
soured on Iiﬂems over the
issue, and D
began having d.ouhts about
whether he had the public rela-
tions skills they were counting
an

A spokesman for the US.
Attorney's Office said the
offiee was not going to com-
ment about any perceived dis-
putes with other law enforce-
ment agencies.

where he met (with [Attorney

JOURNAL FILE

A Santa Ana police officer ssarches a car in Bernalillo in March 2006 during the hunt for Michasl
Paul Astorga, who is accused of killing Deputy James McGrane. Bemalillo County Sheriff Darren
White says the U.S. Attomey’s Office didn't give the department enough support in the search.

Multiple complaints

As tme passed, Domenici
heard complaints about Tgle-
sias fram law enforcement offi-
cials, current and former assis-
tant US. Attorneys, lawyers
practicing in federal court,
state Republican Party leaders
and Some erime vietims.

One of the people complain-
ing was W another up-and.
coiitiag Republisit

While unbappy with Telesias”
handling of the voter registra-
tion problem, he was also upset
about law enforcement issues.

In the spring of 2006, White
took his complaints directly 1o

of Justice

les' chief of
staff, Kyle Sampson and oth-
ers

loved David (Igle-
sias),” White said. “1 started in
on my complaints and they
pulled out a sheet. They told me
there couldr’t be a problem.
David had greal numbers
Having “great numbers” on
immigration, narcotics and ille-
al firearms prosecutions was

|mpnmm a: the upp!r echelon

tice Department,
where lgl.esm stock was rela’
tively high,

But critics say the numbers
can be deceiving.

“It doesn't matzer if the case
is a complicated multi-defen-
dant eonspirecy or a mule (a
person transporting) carrying
marijuana across the border”
ane federal prosecutor told the
Journal.  “Those cases ane
essentially the same when
reduced to the numbers.”

T‘lP remptation < 10 take the

"mele” o5 over
r.huw more dnfﬂcuh to prose
cute but that might have signif-
icant impact on drug traffick-

ng.

White had committed his
investigators to a federal inves-
tigation involving  multiple
homicides connected to a group
of drug dealers.

Federal prosecutors opted to
take the narestics cases but to
White's chagrin they left the
hemicides to be

sonally, but it was getting to the
point that every case had to be
wrapped with a nice pretty bow
hefore his office would take
White said. “And I'm rot alone.
I kmow a lot of other law
enforcement agencies felt the
same way."

The US. Attorney's Office
had spearhesded an investiga-
tion into the shooting deaths of
three teens in the East Moun-
tains, tied to the theory that the
killings were part of a drog
deal.

That investigation  ended
sbruply sod White's nvestigs-
tors uere leit to pursue the
investigal i years without
help rmnl fedeml Prosecutors,

Sheriff's investigators fizally
made an arrest this year a
defendant is awaiting trial in
state court,

White was also upset about
what he viewed as lack of sup-
port after McGrane was shot
and killed during a traffic stop
in Tijeras.

state court, where penal
tend to be lighter,
“Everyone likes David

watited
1aps o help track down
main suspect, Michael Astor
White says the 1.5, Attorne:

“Everyone likes David personally,
but it was gerting to the point thar
svery case had to be wrapped with a
nice pretry how before his office

would rake ir."

EENNALILLO COUNTY SHER

DANMEN WHITE

Office was less than helpful,
while the FBI threw s il
weight behind the aunt.

“Basically, they gave all the
reasons we coulin't get federal
wiretaps,” White said. “The
(state) District  Attorney's
Office got them for us.

Astorga  was  eventually
tracked down with the help of
the wiretaps Mexico and
brought back to New Mexico to
face charges in MeGrane's
shooting.

Trouble in Las Cruces

District Attorney Marsinez
has 24 prosecutors in her Lis
Cruces office, handling every-
thing from D'W1s to homicides.

There are 26 prosecutors in
the U.S. Attorney's Office in
Las Cruces, who for the most
part process illegal immigra-
tion cases,

Federal prosecutors in Las
Cruees have also complained to
Domenici's staff and the Jus-
tice Department about lglesins
in recent years.

Justice Departmert reports
show officials in Washington
were concerned about low
morale in Las Cruces, Prosecu-
Tors there mnm]smed they

they would bring in fewer
ANENS Than e feds would pros.
ecute,” Martinez said.

L complaints  from
Hatch and held a town meet-
ing,” she said “The LS. Attor-
ney's Office didn't send a rep-
resentative.”

She also said she had to raise
a stink before the US. Attor-
ney's Office agreed to take
over a drug/kidnappingmur-
der case that originated in
Texas and ended in Dofa Ana
County,

It shouldn't be a struggle to
get them to prosecute” she
said.

It got to the point Martines
said, “Where you don't even
make the call because you
know they wom't respond.”

Funds held up

New Mexico law enforce.
ment agencies were expecting
to get about $8 million this year
from the U.S. Office of Nation-
al Drug Policy,

That money was supposed to
finance the New Mexico High
Intensity Drug Trafficking
Area, or HITDA, program,
which pays for local narcolics
agenls” overlime, mooey for

g" large case

nnmugmnnr cases

rather than prosecuting crimi
nal cases.

Martinez said she got no
response when she askec the
U5, Attorney’s Office for help
on a group of teenage immi-
grant  smugglers  operating
below the federal prosecutors’
radar.

“They had figured out what
the federal threshold was for
prosecution (the number of
aliens a smuggler has 10 he
caught with befare the
Attorney would take a case] 50

5, wire-
taps and ul‘J:n_r costs for nar-
cotics enforcement.

That money is being held up
by the federal drug czar’s
office because of problems dat-
ing hack to 2003 that haven't
been corrected by the local
execl.'n\'e board overseeing the

The US Attorney’s Office
has a seat on that board, and
past [1.5. attorneys have served
us chairmen.

“David Iglesias never came

sec IGLESIAS o PAGE A9
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Raises Linked to Improved PNM Performance

Jm PAGE A1

& Patrick Ortiz, senior vice pi
veral counsel, received a
total of §391,353. His base salary rose to $257,970

from $245.538, while his incentive plan cash
tazaled $133.383, compared to $58

» William Real, senior vice president of public
policy, received a 21 percent in se, for a total
of §427,383. At $284,000, his base salary dida’t
change from the previous year, but he received a
S10,000 bonus, His incentive plan cash totaled
133,383, compared to $68 463 the previous year.

» Charles N. Eldred, senior vice president and
chief financial officer, who was hived in January
2006, received a total of 873 with a base
salary of $290.769 and incentive plan cash of
$187.104,

Christensen said all executives received nor-
mal hase salary increases, which were approved
by a compensation committee of the Board of
Directors.

Sterba’s total is highest, because, as chief exec-

ident and gen

ORTIZ: His REAL: He got
Incentive plan  a 510,000
cash totaled  bonus

383

val“d a
49 percent
inerease

utive, he received a higher percentage of his
salary (rom the performance-based incentive
package.

Cobh's 48 percent raise, the highest percent.
age increase of any of the executives, came
becanse of his increased respansibilifi
director of administration, general ser
information techrology, the company said.

Real received a bonus rather than a salary
increase, because he is at or near the top of his
salary range, according to PNM.

PNM employees received an average pay
increase of 3.5 percent in 2006, istensen said.

The utility in February asked state regulators
tnapprove an electric rate inereass from IIJ per
«cent to 14 percent, dependi
type, for 2008. The average residential bill would
20 up 13.7 percent 1o $644.16 a year, a $69.84
annual incresse, accarding to the company.

Lin istensen sajd PNM Lmequs pay is in the

of urilities

in me United States.

He noted that changes in reporting required hy
new lederal Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion resulations slightly change the way the
campany Iepors Lompensation

The new reporting format combines cash
bonuses with cash payments in the company’s
loag-term incentive package into one category
called “non-equity incentive plan" making
bonus payments appear larger than in previous
years, he sai

Compensation
packages for 2007

Chairman Jeff Sterba
§1,556,160

CFO Charles Elaced
$477.873

CAD Alice Cobb

§467.445

General counsel Patrick Ortiz
§391,353

Viilliam Real. president public polcy
$427.383

— Source: PNM Resources
proxy statement for 2007

Iglesias Had His Varied Critics

bank was being defrauded through a
check kiting scheme involving a lacal
company.

Millions of dollars were involved, but
the case wasn't indicted until October

fron PAGE A8

to the meetings,” said Martinez. “He did-
ot «eﬂd his number two or aumber

She said one of the “specific findings”
that led to freezing the money was lack of
participation by Iglesias or one of his Top
deputies.

The federal money pays for some of
Martinez's prosecuiors who handle the

s of drug cases the U.S. Attor-

ney's Offica hands off to state proseci-
tors,
Martinez said the program is operating
with money from the last fiscal year and
said the board consisting of prosecutors
and representatives of state and federal
law enforcement agencies is working 1o
correct the situatior

“It has the potential 10 impaci the
entire state and didn’t have t happen,”
Martines said

A Democratic prosecutor who didn
want her name involved concurred with
Martinee's view of Iglesias job perfor-
mance.

‘Justice denied’

Las Vegas, New Mexico, banker Robert
Levenson doesn’t normally deal with
rosecutors, But in 2002 he helieved the

2004. It was plea bargained last year and
probationary sentences were handed

Levenson tok smplainzs about the
U.S. Attorney’s Office to Domenici three
years ago.

“I believe justice delayed is justice
denied,” Levenson ssid. “We have been
advised to not specifically comment on
the case as it remains unresolved after
more than five long years”

He says he was happy Iglesias was
fired.

Was he qualified?

In the end, David Iglesias was some-
thing of a favorite in the Justice Depart-
ment while Domenic. was a critic. Tha
was a role reversal of sorts.

‘Before he was confirmed by the Senate
in 200, career Justice Department attor-
neys approached Dumenici’s staff and
questioned whether Iglesias’ prior expe
rience prepared him for the job in what
they considered a “tough harder state.”

nic s 4
job, giving his name to the president. The

senator’s staff downplayed those con-
«cerns, concentrating on Iglesias’ “polit-
cal upside” including his military ser-
vice, Hispanic heritage arnd religious
beliefs.

Telegenic and poised in front of televi-
sion cameras and able to give a good
speech in front of an audience, he was
seen as a natral for future political
office,

They believed, according to several
sources, that at the outset Iglesias would
be the public face while the many veter-
an prosecutors in the office would give
him time to learn the ropes.

But fram Domenici's point of view,
even those relatively low expectations
went unfulfilled.

The of fice under Iglesias had aneof the
lowest media profiles in the country with
a part-time media person, few press
releases, oo Web site and few public
appearances.

This was part of o conscious decision
within the office wlv.'rL the modia was
seen as an “enemy” and publicity could
only hort.

Al his farewell pews confersace, lgle
sias joked that he was often referred to
aa the “Distriet Attorney™ and that many
New Mexicars were unfamiliar with
what his position actually was.

“Tiny Bubbles’ Singer
Don Ho Dies at Age 76

BY JAVMES SONG
The Associared Press
HONOLULU — Legendary
crooner Don Ho, who enter-
tained tourists for decades
i

a1 Ho: Died of

falure, publi- po BoL ot
cist Hnna

Jung said.

lo had sulfered with heart
prahlams far the past saversl
vears, and had a pacemaker
installed last fall. In 2005, he
underwent an  experimental
stem cell procedure on his ail-
ing heart in Thailand.

Ho entertained Hollywood's
higgest stars and thousands of
tourists for four decades. For
many, no trip to Hawaii was
complete without seeing his
Waikiki show — a mix of songs,

double  entendres,
history and audience

fokes

bhuws usually started and
ended with the same song,
“Tiny Bubbles” Ho mostly
hummed the song's swaying
melady as the audience enthu-
sn.lsuuully took over the famil-
iar lyrics: “Tiny hubblesfin the
winefmake me happy/make me
feel fine.”

“T hate that song," he often
joked to the crowd. He said he
performed it twice because
“people my age can't remem.
ber if we did it or not.”

‘The son of bar owners, Ho
broke into the Waikiki enter-
tainment scene in the early
1960s and, excepr for short
periods. never lefl, Few artists
are more associated with ane
place.

“Hawaii is my partner,” Ho
wld The Assaciated Press in
20M,

Donald Tai Loy Ho, who was
Hawaiian,  Chinese,  Por-
mguese, Dutch and German,
was born Aug. 13. 1930, in Hon-
olulu and grew up in the then-
rural countryside of Kanenhe.




